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OE 12 January 2021

ARIF MOHAMMED KHAN
GOVERNOR OF KERALA

RAJ BHAVAN
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 099

MESSAGE

I am very happy to know that the Kerala Legislature Secretariat is
publishing the 09th issue of ‘Samajikan, the House Journal of Kerala
Legislature.

It is commendable that this edition of ‘Samajikan’ includes the articles
penned by the Members of the 14th Kerala Legislative Assembly,
Members of Parliament, former MPs and former MLAs etc.

| compliment everyone behind this endeavour and wish the
publication all success.

J'Jt"m‘}“i';_"r—:

{Arif Mohammed Khan)
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INTERTWINED LIVES -
P.N. HAKSAR AND INDIRA GANDHI

BY JAIRAM RAMESH

poanirdoy’ emyds’

13,14 deenTusenElane
s

My warm Felicitalions
o my esteemed
friemd Shrl Jalram
Rarmesh, with whom
I had the privibege
to be in Partlament,
for bringing out an
outstanding work
o b epminenl
personalities of our
COLIMEry.

P.N. HARSAR

ANLIY INDIRA GANDHI
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THE POWER
BEHIND BANK

ATIONALISATION

|| nar Haksar Sahad, | haree Pesiiated 0 wrila
w Lo speak. Some thing's arg oo doep for
Winis..diring a period which has spanned
B0 MaTy Criges pou have siood ke @ rock. Your
wise guidance has boon meahasble in Baipirg us Lo
meqotiate the sbstacles and sleer daar of the mamy
pitfalls endangering our onward JoLrmeEy, and even
our survival, There [ perhaps no dearth of warthy
inlidligent. even sincers ar consclenlioes persons,
But the need |5 for Something over and aoove thatl
as vou yoursell are well aware, These qualilkes can
b useful only if thay ore combired with a depth of
judgamand which | based on ong experienoe af men
eapecksly in governmont, and alfairs of inda as wall
a5 1he worldh on an insight. inlo trends and Torces..
wour retrement will greatlly diminish the efficacy of
e PAEs secrelarial and will be a graal [oes [0 me.

Thiss goes 1he lother wiriten by Sal Indira Gandh,
the Prime Minisler (o Shri PN, Haksar, her Princlpa
Privale Secretary, on his derniiting of fice in rathers
urhappy clreumslances. The |piter, in &n apiogets
Lone, coming from a person (ke Smb. Gandhl, tells
whiat kind of a personalily was the addresses ard
also the kind of rolo played by fim while in office.

The [l taxl of the leller is given an the dus
jackatl of the biography on iata Shri P.N. Haksar and
his association with Smi. indira Gandhl, writen oy
Shii Rafram Ramesh WP, former Linlon Minisler and
Congress leader, It shows the high esteem she had
of Mr. Haksar amnl ihe pheotal robe piayed by Hm s
her secrelary in running the affaies of the govermimaent
and pven of the Congress party on many crilics
mes

Parsnaswar Marain Hakser, was borm In

Gujranwala, now part of Pakistan's Punfab, in a
K ashmirl Pandit Tamily, Hs father, Jagosh Naran
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Haxsar was In the judicial service and so Haksar
spenl his chiltnood in various places and Il was whilp
stationed in Magour in 1921 & the age B, b il

saw Indra Gandhl, his mother lavishing attentson an
her ardd taling him thal the child was the daughter

of Kamala, Jawaharal Nehru's wifee HiS recaliection
of thal first meeling ks (ke this - 1 have fow othar
rscallections of thal chid except thal ber eyves
seemed (o gel bigger and bigger the mare my mather
ussed over far.

A3 & child he sludied Sarksiil, Urdie dnd Hindl
and had passing knowledge in Persian as waell,
After sehooling b foined Allshabad Linvorsity for
thea Bachelor of Sclence degree course and passed
oull ordy in third division and later errolad for M5
in malbematics and then moved on to Lendon Lo
Join Universidy College, Londan for the MSc course
in Anlhropalogy, He also studied at the London
School of Economics, and appeared for the IK5 axam
bt i not qualify. Later he took his law degres
ard spenl Eghl vears in London bemng part of v.K
Krishna Menor's Inika League bandwagon and dsa
being associsled with the lofl students' movement.
being attachad with the world students assaclalian,
a Commimist front organization. in London, he got
assaclated with the eading lighls of posl independent
Inecfia, V., Krishna Menon, Feroz Gandhl, Indira Mehr,
kyokl Basa, Brupash Gupta, indrajt Gupta, Parvalti
Eumaramangatam, M.K. Krsshinan, Nikhil Chakravarihy
and alsd poople Oke Mulk Raj Anand who describecd
Haksar as Sludent Molotow, meanmg the kind of
sludious man whin loves books above other things, as
Medotow |5 said Lo da,

Haksar rpfurnid Lo india n 142 and was aclhe
in Nagpur a5 @ member of ihe Communist Party of
irula, aruf laler became s District Secretary. Bul
fy mid 1943 he teft for Alishabad to take up legal
praclice. I seems thal a8 3 young man he Look
Lo commrinsm, be later an confessed o b cose
friends his abfeclion be the indan communsts
ichanically obaying Cominbern dictal withoul any
possbiily of chifired debale and discussion’, Bul
ihere was always a lingering doubl in the minds of
marty Bke me, thal whather people ke Haksar was
parl of the Humaramangalem Thess' sirategy of the
T o nfillrale the Congress Parly and take gver tha
reins af power theaugh thie back door, a5 a siraighl
elcloral viclory for the communisl movemend in inds
wird nod passhie in the mear fulure.

Later on, he was indulted inlo the Forelgn Servica
al the infllathve ol Prime Minister krwaharial Nehr, He
sefvied in London, Geneva, Korea, Nigersa and Ausira

for 18 wears and whilo in Delhi, he dosely worked
witth Primse Mintsler Meheu, During kis stinl n London,
Irufira Cranchi wanbed him o be the Incal Quardian

of her sons, Rajeay and Sanjay, who were shucying
there. He was close Lo Uee Mehru-Gandhd Faméy and
probably thal dase famity Hes and his reputation

as an intelligent and able administrator, which made
Indira Gandhi to pluck him ol of the Forelgn Senvice
and appoink Nim as rer Privaie Secretary when sha
biecaime Prima Minister of Sha coemlry years later,

From 1967 Lo H72 as the Secrelary in charge
of B PRIC, he was parl of, in fel was prime
maver of all the momentous decisions taken by
Smi. Gandhi which hoisded her bo the cenire slage
ol indian pofiilcal e, To quote the sulhor, Hak sar
was her ideologlcal anchar and maral compass in
this momentous pariod. He played & pholal role
I her much-heralded achievemants, incuding the
nationalizalion of banks, abelition of privy purses
and princely privileges, lhe Indo-Soviet Treaty, the
craation of Bangladesh, rapprochemant with Shaid
Abdudiab, the Simla and New Delhl Agreemants
with Pakislan, lhe emergence of the country as an
agricudbural, space and nuciear power and [ler the
Integration of Skiim with dia, Later on be bocame
the Deputy Chairman ol the Plarming Conmnission,
Thiere was o arés of sdminisration where he did
ol v his distinet foot print. He always carmilted
his idess, comments, advico and counsel 1o writing,
and ganve the Prime Minister dispassionate optiong
te decide on impartant matters of state, Though 5
Marsist by bealied, ke was a wery progmalbic man when
it cam o (e vital Inferes] of the country, He was
a champion of the public Sector, but was against the
public sector lurning outl ko be a drain on he public
axchenuer, axpressing his disappoinkment In an essay
Pubilkc Sector: Hope or Despar,

When lndira Gancihi becams Prime Minister, she
was wery much umaura of horsetl and the poweriul
Syndlicate’ led by Sl K.Kamara] was walching
owver her shimiders In all matlers of policy and
administration. She abso didn'l haee much hold over
i corgriss party, which made her heatstant and
ambivalent in Laking mafor decisions. Haksar almos|
chaparaned with her in the nilid  years and gave ber
thi necescary mtelleciual and administrative inpuls
and managed the vasl sdmiréstrsiive machinery for
har, Ha sven drafled the congress party rescidions
o erucial policy Issues and gave her predse
guidelines on whal to say and how to managa her
senior cabinel coleagues. After the Congress Party
#piit and Bangladesh war, she bocame on her own
and became the undisputed leader of the party and
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i nation, and was hailed as Turga' by the opposiion
eader Shri AR Vaipayee,

Halesar was a man having the courage of ks
conrviclions.  He wiss agairsl the Manati small car
project of Sanjay Gandhd, and he {old this 10 Mrs.
Gandhi withoul mincing words, He considered the
project an eddravaganza the country can sffard al
fhal podmd of Ume, and Inslead recommended (ha
production of Ewo wheelers for mass transport.

He also expressed his disagreement in the Prime
Miriinrs son imeolving himeell in such 3 big project
without enough financial means, hat 1o slayiog el
the PWTs House.  Ther estrangement began here, and
It was very pithily pull by Shill Sharada Prasad, snodher
important ald of Mrs, Gandhl - *.there was growing
friction befwesn he soversign and chamberian over
the doings of the prince’,

Sanjay Gandhi rever forgave Haksar for his
cpposition b the Manti Projoct and during ihe
emergency gol the police Lo raid, Tandl Brothers,
the shiop of Haksar's Uncle and Brogher-in-faw, and
thiey weere handoufled and paraded to the police
station, obnwiowsly o humidiate Haksar, bul be refused
to Intervenes, saying Thay wanl b band mae, | wolld
ritheer braka'.

Thiz |& the story of an extraordinary man: wisa,
erudila, visionary, 3 moded chvl servant, diplomat par
exiellence and someans who was well varsad in lhe
diverskles and intrcacies of indan public Ife an alde
or hiefp aryone in office would like Lo have by RS
oF his side. That sertimant was amphy sprassad
by Smd, Gandhi in her lalter b him quoled a1 the
beginning. [n lhe end, was Shil PA Haksar was sore
al brs. Gandhe?. 1 seems so, &5 B eviden! [rom the
waty e remcted 1o baing lermad as the ‘tonsdence
keeper of hery Toould rol become a keeper' of
somalhing which did pol exist, But that was the only
comment he made agairst Mrs. Gandhi after he lefl
office, bat & was damning enough.

This book is a must read for all in pulsie He, (o
shuclenis and resaarch scholars on politics, especlaly
Lo undarstand the behind-the-gosne happenings
during a very cruclal period in our countries hislory,
apd also bo understard (he workimg of the Log
echelans of 1he FE0n Qoveniment,

iy wearm Telications to my esteamad friend Shr
Tairam Ramash, with whom | had the privilege (o e n

Parliamen, for bringing oul an cutstanding work on
twis eminent personallles of ocur counbry,
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