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RAJ BHAVAN

JUSTICE (Retd.) P. SATHASIVAM
KERALA

GOVERNOR OF KERALA

24 March 2015

MESSAGE

I am very glad to know that the Seventh Issue of
‘Samajikan’, a Home Journal of the Kerala Legislature, is being

brought out shortly.

The Legislative Assembly is an auspicious house where
people’s representatives voice their views and opinions towards
the successful conduct of our democratic process. ‘Samajikan’,
I do hope, will highlight the literary talents of the members of
the Assembly.

I wish the venture all success.

Rz

[Justice (Retd) P. Sathasivam]|

Tel.: 0471-2721100 | Fax: 0471-2720266
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The Kerala Legislature Library: AKnowledge House
Enlightening the Historical Traditions of Kerala

Sunny Joseph
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Cultural Nationalism Ignited or Inflamed
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Domestic Tourism Importance, Relevance
and Mounting Possibilities
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Tribute by

Shri. Uday Narain Choudhary,

Hon’ble Speaker,
Bihar Legislative A
Dated 07-03-2015.

ssembly,

“I am deeply shocked to know the sudden demise of
Sri G. Karthikeyan, Hon’ble Speaker, Kerala Legislative Assembly.
His death is my personal loss. | was one of the few speakers in this
country whom he endeared most and had personal rapport. A six
term M.L.A. Mr. Karthikeyan has served different departments as
minister in Kerala Government. He was a firebrand leader of
Congress Party and a man of principle and self disciplined. He was

well versed with enormous knowledge of parliamentary procedure.

Akind hearted and hard working person, he relentlessly served
his constituents and was easily available to one and all. As it is said
‘those whom God love, die young.” he has left us for eternity. | pray
God to give his soul rest at heaven and strength to his wife and

family members to beat this tragic loss.”
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The Kerala

Legislature Library:

A Knowledge House Enlightening the
Historical Traditions of Kerala

The history of the Kerala Legislature Library draws
parallelisms in its evolutionary process with respect to
the State of Kerala. The present state of Kerala came
into being on November 1, 1956. The formation of
Travancore-Cochin State, and unification of the
erstwhile princely states of Travancore, Cochin and
British Malabar together with the States Reorganisation
Act of 1956, led to the formation of the State of Kerala.

The Kerala Legislature owes its origin to the
formation of Travancore Legislative body (1888), the
Travancore Sri Mulam Popular Assembly and Cochin
Legislative Council. The introduction of bicameralism
(1932) and constitution of responsible government in
Travancore and Cochin finally led to the renaming of
the Legislative Council as the Legislative Assembly.
The Kerala Legislature Library originated in the
Dewan’s Office Library of the erstwhile Travancore
State. Renamed as the Legislative Library in 1921 and
later as Travancore Cochin Assembly Library in 1949,
the Library, got its present name, Kerala Legislature
Library in 1956. The library strictly caters to the very
special needs of its exceptional clientele, the members
of the Kerala Legislative Assembly. In addition to
Legislators, membership is also given to members of
Parliament, representing Kerala, former members of
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the Kerala Legislative Assembly, former members of
Parliament who have represented Kerala, retired
officers and staff of the Kerala Legislature Secretariat,
officers and staff of the Government Secretariat
including GAD, Law and Finance Secretariat, Heads
of Departments of the State, former Secretaries of the
Kerala Legislature and civil service aspirants. The
Kerala Legislature Library is a treasure house of
information, aspiring to satisfy the ever growing
information needs of its legislators.

The State’s social-economic-cultural and political
development is incomplete without the vision and hard
work of its esteemed legislators. The members have to
keep themselves abreast of the history, culture,
geography, economic and social aspects of the State in
general and their constituency in particular. Inspired
innovations can arise only from ignited minds. Dreams
are the building blocks of all nascent ideas.
Comprehensive development inevitably leads to the
better living standards. The Legislature Library equips
its members with authoritative information on Kerala
State in general and each and every district of Kerala
in particular. The historical records of our library
preserves the bygone eras for posterity. The library is
well equipped with respect to its collection and
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infrastructure. The qualified and trained library staff
offers excellent information consolidation, dissemination
and retrieval services.

The recent innovations in information technology has
added Digital Archive of assembly documents, e-reading
portal, Digital Library and Internet browsing facilities
in the library. This has in turn helped to provide accurate
and time bound information service to the legislators.

Digital Archives of Kerala Legislative Assembly is
adigital repository of Assembly documents, including
Proceedings, Bills Passed, Bulletins (Part | & II),
Reports of Assembly Committee and Reports of various
other Committees and Commissions laid on the Table
of the House. The Digital Archives can be accessed
online. The elaborate search facility enables a user to
access specific information in no time.

A recent development in the Assembly Library is
the inception of Digital Library in December 2014. It
offers access to important reference documents through
Intranet, an in house network of the Kerala Legislature
Secretariat. It encompasses journal articles,
Conferences/Seminar papers, Orientation programme
materials, and other valuable documents related to
parliamentary studies. It also integrates important
judgements government policy documents and
notifications.

Assembly Knowledge Base

! Malayalam
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The library plays a significant role in the socio-
economic development of Kerala by imparting relevant
information essential for various assembly procedures
like legislation, calling attention, committee reports,
guestion-answer session, and discussion on Demands
for Grants, submissions and many more.

The functioning of the Kerala Legislature Library
is closely monitored by the Library Advisory
Committee (LAC) constituted among members of the
Kerala Legislative Assembly with the Secretary of the
Kerala Legislature Secretariat, as its Ex-officio
Member. The committee meets periodically and advices
the Speaker to take necessary measures to improve
the infrastructure, facilities and services in the library.

An extensive collection of over One Lakh Three
Thousand volumes of books, reports, gazettes, assembly
proceedings, proclamations, acts, ordinances, census
reports and bound volumes of periodicals are available
in the library. Magazines and newspapers also add to
the general library collection. In addition to prominent
magazines, law journals and newspapers are subscribed
in the library. Many magazines and newspapers are
received free of cost. The library collection is spread
in three floors in the Administrative Block. It includes
reference documents, display of nascent periodicals,
parliamentary studies, encyclopedias, dictionaries on all
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subjects, assembly proceedings etc. The Stack Room
has books on all subjects starting from Generalia to
Law along with Biography collection arranged in
classified order. Bound volumes of newspapers,
Assembly Proceedings of Travancore, Cochin,
Travancore-Cochin and Kerala legislative Assembly,
Committee reports of Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, Kerala
Legislative Assembly and Government of India reports
also add to the collection. The library is unique for its
Gazettes, Parliamentary debates of Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, Census Reports, Administration Reports,
and Bound Volumes of Periodicals.

Apart from the general collection, Legislature
Library has a distinguished set of special collections
like Gandhiana (Collection of books by and on
Mahatma Gandhi) Kerala Collection (an exclusive
collection of books on all subjects pertaining to Kerala)
Souvenir Collection, Gazette Collection (incorporates
Government of India and Kerala Gazettes) Report
Collection (includes Committee and Commission
reports of Government of India and Government of
Kerala) Biography Collection, Parliamentary Studies
and Archives of rare books.

Maintenance of books and periodicals, Binding of
worn out documents, local binding of newspapers,
binding of assembly proceedings, bills, acts,
commissions and committee reports are also performed
inthe library. The library is known for its unique records.
Hence preservation of the same is of supreme

importance. Preservation techniques like fumigation is
used to preserve these precious documents. Antique
documents are preserved and kept safe in the Library
Archives.

The Legislature Library’s constant endeavour to
reach out to its members finds expression in its number
of extension counters. The library has a Members
Reference Branch housed in Room No. 504, first
floor of the Assembly Block. The Members Reference
Branch provides ready reference service to the
honourable members. Its proximity to the Assembly hall
enables to provide quick and efficient reference service
during assembly session. The Members Reference
Branch houses leading newspapers, selected periodicals,
assembly questions, answers, papers laid on table, KLA
proceedings, Press Clipping Folders and documents for
ready reference. The Legislator’s Hostel also has a
Library Extension Counter to cater to the
information needs of resident members. Assembly
questions, answers, newspapers, periodicals, Kerala
Gazette and prominent reference documents are
available here.

Automation process was initiated in the Kerala
Legislature Library in 2006. The library shares platform
with India’s foremost automated information
dissemination centres. Library automation is done with
the help of INFLIBNET’s SOUL software (Software
for University Libraries). Automation facilitates easy
issue, return, renewal and reservation of books. Books
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and periodicals are issued for a period of thirty days.
The Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) gives
information on the entire library collection. The library
is involved in the digitization of assembly documents
including assembly deliberations, bills passed, committee
and commission reports and proceedings. Assembly
documents from the year 1888 to the present have been
digitized. Over Nine Lakh images have been digitised.
More than fifty thousand links are provided to access
the digitised documents. Digitisation of assembly
documents is a novel method in preserving the same.
Digitisation assists in information consolidation and
dissemination. These digitised documents are available
in the Kerala Legislative Assembly website namely
www.niyamasabha.org. These documents can be
searched by means of member name, assembly session,
date and subject options. The E-reading portal is a
gateway of information. It offers access to more than
thirty five thousand e-books.

Now Kerala Legislative Assembly has decided to
set up a Children’s Library, similar to the Children’s
Corner of our Parliament Library, in order to inculcate
reading habit among children between the age group
of 10— 18. The Proposed Children’s Library also aims
at providing easy access to the vast resources of the
Legislature Library to the children of the under privi-
leged and marginalised sections of the society.

The Legislature Library is eager to provide
information service to its members transcending
barriers of place and time. Information technology has
grown by leaps and bounds in the field of library services.
In order to impart maximum information service within
minimum time, the Legislature Library relies on Online
information storage, retrieval and dissemination.
Information is thus available at the member’s finger
tips. The library provides Reference Service to
information seekers by means of its vibrant collection
of books, periodicals, reference documents like
gazettes, census reports, assembly proceedings,
committee reports, bills, acts etc. Reference service is
also given to research scholars, accredited press
representatives and CPST students (Centre for
Parliamentary Studies and Training) for short duration
during non session periods. Reference service
integrates internet browsing and e-reading facilities. The
Indexing and Documentation Service carries out
indexing and abstracting of information from periodicals
and newspapers subscribed in the library.
Comprehensive subject bibliographies are compiled and

brought out by this section. The section also maintains
a database on eminent personalities named Person.
Press Clipping Service is performed by Members
Reference Branch. This incorporates assimilation of
important daily news and preservation of the same in
press clipping folders arranged according to subject.
The press clipping folder facilitates easy input and
effective retrieval of relevant news items.
Reprographic Service is available in the Main
Library, Members Reference Branch and MLA Hostel
Library Extension Counter.

Publications are an integral part of Legislature
Library. The quarterly publication, Legal and
Constitutional Digest, reproduces articles based on
Law and Constitution, from scholarly journals.
Samajikan consolidates creative and scholarly articles
of the honourable Members. This publication provides
a platform for the honourable members and former
members of Kerala Legislative Assembly including
Members and former Members of Parliament
(Representing Kerala) to display their creative and
academic talent. A quarterly indexing and abstracting
publication, Documentation Kerala, has abstracts of
Malayalam and English articles of contemporary
importance. The Kerala Legislature Library Bulletin
is yet another quarterly publication on newly added
books in the Library.

The Kerala Legislature Library consistently aspires
to improve its services, collection and infrastructure.
The library is keen to imbibe modern facilities and
efficient information tools for imparting personalised
information service to its members. The Library
Reference Hall is fully air conditioned as part of the
modernisation programme. Modern furniture, internet
browsing centre coupled with e-reading facilities have
also found a place in the Reference Hall. The Library
professionals diligently analyses the information needs
of its users and provides specific information in no time.
Taking technology in its stride, the Legislature Library,
takes meticulous care in fulfilling the minute
requirements of its members. Library service is also
utilized for the general working of various sections of
the Kerala Legislature Secretariat. This treasure house
of information is of staunch support in strengthening
the democratic process of the State. The library stands
as a symbol of reliability in Kerala. This centre of
excellence is a one stop destination for quenching the
information thirst of the common man and the
Legislators alike. O
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CULTURAL NATIONALISM
lgnited or Inflamed

As Is said very often, India has been a crucible in which
democratic secularism being experimented with seeking the end
result. No one need have any hesitation to acknowledge that a
triumphant democratic secularism has emerged in this
Bharathavarsha. But of late some recent tendencies and incidents
though stray, tends one who loves deeply Indian Secularism in its
manifold hues and unbridled freedom to vast multitudes, to ask
whether our democratic, secular, socialist republic witness signs of
a hardcore nationalism to be called true Cultural Nationalism. We
can note the calculated feelers for removal of ‘Socialist, Democratic’
words from Indian Constitution on the pretext that these are later
substitutions.

Our motherland, India is endowed with diversity in its true sense
and spirit. In its languages, culture, religions, ethnicity and in a host
of other things there is a harmonious blending of these diversities. A
tolerant democracy is the binding bond of these diverse identities.
Cultural nationalism is broadly defined as a state of shared culture.
Common ancestry or race will not be the national identity but cultural
traditions and languages. Some quarters have already expressed
their anxiety in the veiled attempts for revival of Sanskrit- Hindu
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identity and marginalisation of depressed
classes and minority communities. According
to a prominent ideologue vedic thought
equate Indian culture with Hindu culture, other
traditions are regarded as subsidiary. But Dr.
Ambedkar set another tone against these
regressive expressions by establishing neo
budhism. He was of the firm opinion that
Society should be based on liberty, equality
and fraternity and his priory was not for making
a Society dominated by any particular Sector.
He held the view that such a system is no
panacea, no salvation for Dalits. In other
words, he gives deadly blows on the so called
nationalism or cultural nationalism as such one
having universal acceptance and all
encompassing never existed in India.
Nationalism or Indian nationalism is not
automatically inclusive of secularism. Any
rigorous nationalism propagates an agenda
of hate. Adolf Hitler is the best example for
this. He was a core nationalist. But Germans
were not at all tolerant as is evident in the
mass execution of innocent lives brutally. In
this context we can remember President
Barack Obama’s remarks on India’s
pluralism, cultural diversity, freedom to
practice different religions.

We talk of revamping of educational
system to suit our cultural nationalism so that
young minds are attracted to it. Nationalism
and patriotism are given interpretations to suit
intentions. Even before we won
Independence, Rabindranath Tagore wrote,

“Nationalism is the particular thing which for
years has been at the bottom of India’s
troubles”. Let us think what is nationalism
meant for the oppressed and marginalised?
Would it give them dignity and equal status?
No. Thus we see a polarization between
culture and nationalism in India. The
advocates of nationalism argues for
traditional status and others for social justice,
equality and human dignity.

What ‘Ghar vapasi’ stands for? We have
only one ghar and that is this holiest of the
holy Bharat or India. We have gone out
nowhere else so as to return back. We lived
hereunder the same sun, breathing the same
air and drinking the same water. Atthe same
time we respected each other as our brothers
and sisters. We may go to Churches, we may
go to temples, we may go to Mosques, we
may go to Gurudwaras but sky is the limit for
our common understanding and fraternity. No
religion divides us. If there is something called
cultural nationalism it should be purely this —
freedom to live in a free country with mutual
respects of different faiths and customs in a
country of vast diversity. It should be a fit place
to live for a patriotic, nationalist, democratic,
humane Indian citizen.

We can ignite nationalism of tolerance and
secularism and should not inflame a cultural
nationalism of hate and religious and ethnic
disrespect especially in young minds. We do
not want days of doom ahead but days of
brightened hopes and aspirations. O
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T.A.Ahmad Kabeer

Domestic Tourism

Importance,
Relevance and

Mounting Possibilities

The concept of advancement of domestic tourism
with the objective of progress to all and detriment to
none is a triumphant concoction. It presents viable and
accountable leeway for enhancement of natural and
cultural heritage-the very capital of tourism industry
of any nation — and thereby for promotion of tourism.

For instance, The calls of recession inexorably led
to revival of the domestic tourism of every nation.
Despite the economic hold back, Europeans go on
holidays but tend to spend less and this can imply
substitution of a tour abroad with a domestic holiday.
Since prospective tourists take into consideration the
need to avoid excessive spending.

The rising sensitivity to relatively newer domestic
destination has escalated domestic tourism in Indonesia
as a result of their economic slowdown. Besides the
growing economy has inflated business activities around
the country, with the counts of domestic trips thus also
increasing. Weakening of the local currency against
the US dollar, in addition, boosted domestic tourism: A
development which restrained outbound trips.

13-00 GHO8 MWAMVEWIGY @RoNA6M).

Malaysia experiences a similar revitalization of
Domestic Tourism. Domestic travels were particularly
endorsed on the grounds of financial crisis that the
country encountered. Since then, Malaysians have been
encouraged to spend their money at home. Several
monetary regulations were introduced such as the strict
limitation on the amount of Malaysian Ringgits that can
be taken abroad, as well as on the selling of the local
currency. These experiences are worth emulative for
our state.

Tourism has become a mass phenomenon because
of enhanced affluence, more available leisure time and
increased desire to seek pleasure. Domestic tourism
should necessarily be taken as the base of tourism
pyramid. This becomes all the more important in India,
both from the viewpoints of national unity and making
tourism as a major economic activity. Improved facilities
of travel by all modes, reasonably priced and clean
accommodation and supply of good quality food and
effective waste management are the pre-requisites for
tourism development.
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While international tourism has become a synonym
for international understanding and world peace, home
tourism, today, is the key to national integration. It fosters
a sense of unity and an appreciation of regional diversity,
an awareness of India’s past and of her more recent
as well as ancient history.

Domestic Tourism is an economic proposition and
social necessity. It upholds education, research, cultural
archives, leisure, pleasure and recreation. The ratio of
domestic to international tourism traffic at the global
level is 8:1 whileitis as large as 46:1 in India. Therefore,
expansion of domestic tourism is not only desirable but
also is unavoidable principally because India is still in
the state of economic maturity. Domestic and
international tourism are complementary rather than
competitive and thus our policies should be stipulated
on understanding such realities.

Sustainable and responsible tourism is a new addition
to India social fabric. Our state has initiated eco-tourism
model during the nineties and responsible tourism policy
during 2007 itself, therefore to minimize grievous injuries
made to our biological miscellany. India with its plethora
of tourism products, urbanization and privatization, is
the delight of gourmet.

It is thus an eloquent need to take the domestic
tourism segment as a marketing challenge. Our main
domestic market revolves around Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Andhra. The Northern states has yet to
be penetrated effectively. The efforts need to be
directed on fast emerging middle income group
households for they make up a key component of Indian
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population particularly of Kerala and this is the class
that can afford a fraction of their economy for travelling
and recreation.

But the cost of package and facilities are to be in
tandem, as the middle income groups are more cost
aware and quality conscious. For this, a paradigm shift
about the tour travel concept has to be generated. Tour
travel or leisure travel should not be meant for the
affluent only but for all the citizen. Therefore, the
product reach shall be designed in such a way that
consider every citizen cutting across the different
economic spectrum of the people.

Ours is a land of incredible diversity in attire and
language, custom and religion, climate and topography.
India without its boundaries contains almost the entire
spectrum of diversity that is found in the human race.
However, domestic tourism or for that matter tourism
in India is not as widespread as in other parts of the
world.

Named as one of the ten paradises of the world by
National Geographic Traveller, Kerala is famous
especially for its eco-tourism initiatives. Eco-tourism is
fast becoming very popular and accepted segment of
the global Tourism Industry too.

Its unique culture and traditions, coupled with its
varied demography, have made Kerala one of the most
popular tourist destinations in the world. A master plan
could be worked out accenting the Western Ghats.
Measures to preserve, conserve and rejuvenate the
environmentally sensitive and ecologically significant
regions of Western Ghats are to be adopted.




Tourism is increasingly located in crude and fragile
ecosystems like the mountains, hills, coasts, forests and
wetlands. Different tourism products like eco-tourism,
wilderness and wildlife tourism are taking form rapidly
in pristine and less accessible forest areas like the
National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.

By handing over Kerala Palace in Courtallam
(Kuttalam) with its more than 50 acres of land to the
department of tourism could transform Courtallam with
provision for cozy lodging that facilitates people from
Kollam, Pathanamthitta, Idukki, Kottayam and
Thiruvananthapuram get together. Though there exist
certain legal parameters that ought to be handled,
development of such destinations as a centre would
prove worthwhile.

Since Tamil Nadu homes a good portion of the India
Tourism, such moves would help build accord between
the two states, culturally and historically. The road
bridging Kollam and Shenkottai is already a prospect.
A portion of the expanse (site) could also be considered
to turn into an Education Hub that further fortifies the
tie.

Infrastructure inevitably is the spine of tourism.
Roads need to be laid that connect places. Trouble-

free access to destination is the fulcrum. Thuravoor
(Cherthala)-Pamba road should come to reality at the
earliest which would also benefit the Alappuzha
district. MC Road-Kollam-Shenkottai road and
Kayamkulam-Punaloor road would further help in the
development of the place. Thalassery Thamarassery-
Angadipuram-Thrissur-Aluva-Pathanamthitta-Kollam-
Thiruvananthapuram could be potential facilitation hubs
as we move across the state. It is desirable to envisage
a tourism corridor connecting the above mentioned
facilitation centres to outreach the Western Ghats and
the coastal areas.

Proximities to the urban centers have brought in
more footfalls in the remote areas of Western Ghats.
Unplanned and unregulated urbanization is not a good
gesture. Unchecked growth of tourism practices in
the hill stations that are frailer than other ecosystems
have led to saturation of many destinations.

The infrastructure development and professional
management and marketing are the vital areas
in tourism industry where the state struggles to meet
the international benchmarks. Vitalizing Domestic
tourism would certainly add much vigour to the tourism
industry. O
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