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FOCUS ON
CARE GIVING

AS FUN DAMEN'I'#OL
JUVENILE JUSTICE

y experience as Minister in charge

of the Dept. of Social Justice,

Govt. of Kerala is that the civil society has to
intervene very seriously in matters concerning
juvenile justice. The existing system very
seriously lacks atmosphere for refinement
of children put in juvenile homes. During a
GOWI. af)o.6)dh. mgm% casual visit to a Juvenile Home in Trivandrum,

9, 10, 11, 13 GHO8 MWRMERHEIE @ooo. I noticed that four children are sheltered in
2001-2006 $0LIQBAINGY Oal0®)RO0ROD Ud)a] a large room. I saw amazing paintings and
a(olwowleym).  pictures drawn by one of the children on the

201 2)@@0 ale@O@E®, walls of the room with a footnote — ‘my life

MUoR)a0 EHHA Udh)af) AL would be here so also my death’ After a few

days I heard that he jumped out of the Home
along with three other friends. His paintings

had been brutally rubbed off by a caretaker.

The care was taken away and the boy was

not taken care of. Untrained and unskilled
care givers who have least concern about the
trauma or how to reform them are the defacto
authorities of juvenile homes. A drastic change
with strong community involvement is a felt
necessity to come out of such a situation.
Article 15 (3) of the Constitution
of India provides for provisions enabling
the State for making special provision for
children and Article 39 (¢) & (f) provides
for principles of policy to be followed by
the State that the tender age of the children
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are not abused and the children are given
opportunities and facilities to develop in a
healthy manner and in conditions of freedom
and dignity and that childhood are protected
against exploitation and against moral and
material abandonment. Articles 45 and 47
provide for provisions for early childhood
care and education to children below the age
of 6 and duty of the State to raise the level
of the nutrition and the standard of living
and improve the public health.Holding that
Juvenile Homes in the Country are not being
run in a manner consistent with the spirit of
Juvenile Justice Act. Justice Verma said, "there
was a need to provide psychological, moral
and educational support to juveniles." The
Juvenile Justice System in India contemplates
two categories of children viz those who are
‘in conflict with law’ and those ‘in need of care
and protection’

Child in conflict with law is an
individual under the age of 18 years who is
alleged to have committed an offense. Child
in need of care and protection is a child who
is found without any home or settled place
or abode and without any ostensible means
of subsistence; who is found begging, a street
child or working child; who resides with a
person whether a guardian or not who has
threatened to kill or injure the child or there is
reasonable likelihood of the same and a child
who is mentally or physically challenged or ill
children or children suffering from terminal or
incurable diseases having no one to support or
look after or who has a parent or guardian who
isunfitor incapacitated to exercise control over
the child or abandoned child or a missing or
run away child whose parents cannot be found
or a child who is being or likely to be abused,
tortured or exploited for the purpose of sexual
abuse or other illegal acts or who is found
vulnerable and is likely to be inducted into
drug abuse or trafficking; or who is likely to
be abused for unconscionable gains; or who is
victim of any armed conflict, civil commotion
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or natural calamity. A child in need of care
and protection can be produced before the
Child Welfare Committee constituted by the
State Government in terms of Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000
by persons referred to in Section 32 of the
Act including any police officer, any public
servant, registered voluntary Organisation
or other voluntary Organisation or agency
recognized by State Government or by any
social worker or public spirited citizen or by
the child himself. On being produced before
the Committee if the Committee is of the
opinion that the child so produced is in need
of care and protection he be sent the child
to the Children’s Home or Shelter Home till
suitable rehabilitation is found for him or till
he attains the age of 18 years.

A highly structured emphasis on
development of basic skills and individual
counseling would address behaviors. It is
important that family members are involved
in rehabilitation of such children. The
location of juvenile facilities far away from
community may further
children. There should be opportunity to raise
the standard of care for youth by providing
The

community has to play a constructive role in

home alienate

effective and focused care. entire
shaping the adolescent children as assets to the
society. It is essential that valuable children
are diverted away from crime at early stage
so that youngsters in conflict with the legal
system do not fall upon the hands of antisocial
and terrorist organisations. The Government
of Kerala has established a Child Rights'
Commission in the State. Further a Hot Line
for missing Children will start functioning in
the State shortly. Govt. have already formed
the Integrated Child Protection Society and
as per the guide lines of ICPS. Constitution
of State level, District level, Block level and
Panchayat level Committees are mandatory
for proper implementation of the Scheme for
protection of children.



In terms of the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 the
Government of Kerala has formulated the
Kerala Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Rules, 2003 providing for how
a child is to be dealt with on being found to
be a child in need of care and protection by
the Child Welfare Committee. In terms of
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) (Amendment Act, 2006), the
Governmentof Kerala hasestablished forevery
District in Kerala, Child Welfare Committees
for exercising the powers and for discharging
the duties conferred on such Committees in
relation to child in need of care and protection
under the Act. The Government of Kerala has
provided Children’s Home and Shelter Homes
in every District and has provided assistance
to various capable and reputed voluntary
organizations to set up and administer Shelter
Homes for Juveniles or Children. As provided
under the Act the Government of Kerala is
monitoring and evaluating the functioning
of Children’s Home so established. Further,
the Government of Kerala has recognized
certain voluntary organizations in each
District as special adoption agencies for giving
in adoption of children through Courts. The
Government of Kerala has also taken steps for
after-care- Organisation of the Juvenile or the
child. The Government of Kerala has taken
initiative to form Bala Sabha to instill civic
duties and responsibilities in children. Today
there are more than 50538 Bala Sabhas in the
State having more than 9.25 lakhs children as
members. The Governmenthasalsoestablished
special schools called ‘Buds’ for rehabilitation
of physically and mentally challenged children.
Under the Integrated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS) about 33,000 Anganwadies
are functioning throughout the State.

The existing juvenile justice system
focused on correctional approach has been
found to be not fully beneficial. Sometimes
negative tendencies among such youth are

often reinforced after a stint at juvenile homes.
There fore focus should be on behavioural
impulses. In short we have our Responsibility
to Children. I am happy to declare here that
the Social Justice Department, Govt. of
Kerala has already taken a decision to start this
programme - Our Responsibility to Children
- to prevent our children from landing in
Juvenile Homes in the State of Kerala. This
will be introduced in ten schools in each
District of the State. Actually, the State Govt.
got the input for such a scheme from a casual
study made on child offenders in certain
Calicut based schools. The offences included
abuse, theft and robbery, destruction of public
property, association with criminal gangs
etc. In 2010, the Calicut City Police arrested
more than 60 teenagers involved in theft of
motorbikes, gold, computers, mobiles and
cash.Boysandgirlsalikeincludedin these cases.
The need of the hour is a safe and conducive
environment for wholesome development of
youth for which a community stake holder
involvement is necessary. The Departments
of Police, Education, Social Justice, NGOs,
caring individuals, students, parents, teachers
and those who directly involved will form
the community stake holders. In close liaison
with the local self government institutions,
this will be implemented in the State and
we hope that through this we are accepting
and implementing the idea, Care giving is
fundamental to Social Justice and Kerala is
going to be yet another model for other Indian
States.

(Excerpts of the speech delivered at a function
organised on Juvenile Justice at the High Court of Kerala.
M. Justice Altamas Kabir, then Chief Justice of India,
Justice RSathasivam, present Chief Justice of India, Shri.
Oommen Chandy, Hon. Chief Minister of Kerala, Justice
Smt. Manjula Chellur, Chief Justice of the High Court
of Kerala, Justice Hema, Justice K.M. Joseph, Excecutive
Chairman, KELSA and other dignitaries were present at
the function.)
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BUDGET - THOUGHT AND VISION

-
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3, 4,5, 6, 7, 1 G&HO8 MWANECHSIGD
@Ro(U)o 1982-1986 BORIVSAIG3
BRIGMaINUS)a)) AI)E00)M). 31.10.2011 M ERADGa]).

Introduction

Budget of the home is fundamentally
different from the State Budget. The former
is wholly an economic document, whereas the
latter is a combination of the economic policy
and a political document as well. In both the
cases, the economic policy and plan are the
same, whereas in the State Budget, combination
of the political achievements through economic
policies is an inevitable factor.

Essentials and Priorities
The fundamental and basic needs of
budgeting are:
1)  Maximum resource revenue
mobilization.
2)  Minimum reduced expenditure
3)  Utilisation of Welfare Schemes for
humanity.

At this point of time, a mention and
comparison of the outline adopted by the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) in line with
the envisaged national common minimum
programme and the policies and programes
accepted by the Government of the State of
Kerala are absolutely necessary.

The budget speech of the Finance
Minister, address of Rashtrapathi to Parliament

and address of Prime Minister to the nation
later on periodical stages, reveals the most
important doctrine, say, the social and economic
programmes with.  “Human Face”  This
deviation from 1991-92 is of course a strong
emphasis, made no results as expected in the
later budgetary periods and hence, the periods
ended (sorry to submit) without the “Human
Face”.

Now, let us analyse the basic principles
of Budgeting one by one.

1. Resource Revenue Mobilisation:

WithoutRevenue Mobilisation,especially
Kerala State cannot move forward towards
economic progress and prosperity. This could
be achieved only by National and International
investment in large scale.

The Essential fields of investments are
to be exercised through two major basic heads,
namely, Agriculture and Industry; besides,
fortunately for Kerala’s nature’s blessing has
bestowed two more channels, viz, Fisheries and
Tourism.

The economic sceneries of the State
is to be dealt with in a war footing style and
courageous steps. We have to revitalize both the
public sector and private sector to tide over the

challenges posed by the global challengers.
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The blessed factors of Kerala State has
to be rightly exploited for the growth, namely,
Arabian Sea throughout on the western
boundary, 44 rivers, flowing from East to West
and hills continuously heading in the high range
of Eastern boundary and long stretched water
fed in the middle flowing in all directions.

The planning process has to be carefully
analysed by the State Government especially on
identifyingthe prioritiesand provide theirinputs
and responses to the Planning Commission of
India well in time.

There are three components of Demand,
viz, investment consumption and external
demands according to economists.
any negative growth would certainly hit states
economy.

Balanced development of the State
economy, policy and culture require a sense of
priorities and actions; then only the desired
result could be drawn.

Itisunderstood, thatin Kerala State, about
86,000/~ corers of rupees or more are deposited
in various banks and out of this huge amount,
about 1/3rd are from the pockets of foreign
countries living Malayalees. If Government of
Kerala, with the co-operation and active support
of Government of India, endeavor to prepare
plans and its executions in different branches of

Hence

economic fields, Kerala will definitely develop
and stand with other developed state like
Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi.etc.

It may be taken as a most important
representation  of Kerala State, that, the
responsibility with  the Central
Government of India from their total income
being taken from State resources must be shared
minimum half of the total that is 50% towards
the budgetary position of the State.

Matters of State administration, Nations
security, states boundary safety, and also the
debt relief actions fallen on the shoulders of
the State, should be taken into account by the
Government of India; for which, the debts
and relief must be analysed with positive and

vests

scientific methods through the co-operation of
the State of Kerala.
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Now, let us examine the present position
of Agriculture, Industry, Tourism and Fisheries
in the State of Kerala.

A. Agriculture

With all the blessings of the Nation
embraced with in Kerala, the production
sectors and export sectors regarding Agriculture
are falling down year by year. It is a fact that
agriculture growth is going down on 2.5%; this
isan alarming situation!

As M.S.Swaminathan said once “Food
production is alarming in all countries of the
world; hencemoreawarenessandencouragement
measures are needed.

The land Reforms Act of the State
Government is certainly a stumbling bloc to the
prosperity of agriculture. Every body knows that
rubber, tea, coffee, cardamom and cinnamon are
the most important items of agriculture in the
State. But for these items there is exemption in
the Act and result being that major portions
of such cultivation are in the hands of few
monopolists.

The other cultivations like coconut,
aracanut, pepper, plantains which are widely
cultivated in the State are not given benefits
of ceiling provisions; the result being, such
cultivation has gone back from the hands of
such cultivators; sorry to mention that, even Sri.
M.S.Swaminathan recommendations on Idukki
and Moolamattom projects are not tried to
implement in the State yet.

The total population of the State of
Kerala is estimated as 3.27 cores; out of this,
74% ie, 2.42 cores are depending on agriculture
and living in the rural villages.

It is a naked truth, that Kerala State is
facing a crisis in agriculture production and a
serious threat on food scarcity.

It is not of short if water or lack of
monsoon, Kerala is set behind. Wider national
policies and effective programmes are to be
implemented without wasting time for the
boosting of agriculture progress in the State.



B. Industry

Strong stress must be taken for the
development of Industries mainly in Small-scale,
medium scale and conventional industries like
textiles, Cashew, Khadi and Coir. Itisa fact that
these industries are diminishing its importance
in world markets and Indian markets as well.

The encouragement on investments in
the above channels and a careful scrutiny for the
progress of production and marketing system
must be taken up by the State Government with
the active support of the Central Government.

Now, the major industries also in idling
back benches. The production is lesser and lesser
especially now on the eve of global recession
unexpectedly fallen.

For import of industrial production of
other international countries are year by year,
the import duty is lessened to 25% so that the
industrial products manufactured in Kerala and
India as well, is gone to down unparallel extend
and the resultis the state production of industrial
venture is gone to the feet. It is evident that in
the above context, the customs duty must be
raised to 300% by the Government of India for
the progress of Industries.

Itisa fact that, in India, 80 cores of people
are not having any job for their means, so also
in Kerala, 80 lakhs not having any job for their
living because of with the fall of global recession,
the calculation is three times over, that means, 80
lakh of people in Kerala are in poverty stricken
and day by day cooping down to poverty.

It is also a fact, that in Kerala State, public
debt has increased to Rs.20,000 crores or more
and every citizen is immersed in the debt well
for an alarming Rs.20,000 per head. When one
baby breaths, when he is born to the earth, he
comes with a debt of Rs.20,000!

Another important factor in Kerala is
that 85% of the State income set apart in the
annual budget is towards salary, pension and
loan interest for having the balance of 15%
towards developments.

Nodoubt, theaimsforallthe governments
for achieving economic prosperity must be
on the doctrines “increase the income and

decrease the expenditure.” Then only there will
be balance money to provide for growth factors
and channels for all its branches.

C. Fisheries

Kerala is also blessed with approximately
590 kms of sea cost line on the Western boundary
which is very peaceful and free of any sort of
calamities. Needless to say that the Arabian sea
is rich enough for its fishery wealth, which is not
fully - not even 2% - been exploited.

It is a fact, that once, Kerala was ranking
first in India in fish products and exports, but
now, because of the carelessness of the State
Government and the partial encouragement of
the Center for developing other sea cost states
in India, Kerala remains 6th or 7th in India —
Gujarat and Bengal stand one and two.

The encouragement and active monetory
assistance towards materials and marketing from
the Central Government in ‘co-operation with
Kerala is very pertinent and the most import
factor on economic prosperity of India and
Kerala alike.

D. Tourism

No doubt, tourism is another attractive
channel of revenue mobilization. Nature showers
its kindness for Kerala, the most beautiful and
enchanting spot in the world. Lakhs and lakhs
of people visiting Kerala every year and enjoy
the natural sea-cost tourism as well as hill-track
tourism and back water tourism.

The been
resulted 100% increase provided a well-planned
strategy is envisaged and undertaken with the
most modern methods and careful planning.
These steps should considerably add our nation's
foreign exchange position also.

The Government of India has got high
role in the field of tourism and the State of
Kerala with the assistance of central government
could prosper to a larger extend than any other
states in India.

mobilization could have

2&3 Expenditure Reduction and utilization
of Welfare Schemes for Humanity.
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The most important and noteworthy
steps taken by Government of Indian former
budgets is the decision to reduce and cut the
revenue deficits. Unfortunately the revenue
deficits in Kerala State is alarming and desperate
to the economists and financial experts.

The establishment expenses, interest, and
pension in 1996 figures as 29.8% whereas to the
agony and surprise for us in 2008, it culminates
to 92% of the total revenue in Kerala State.

If the above serious point is true, how
the State will successtully move forward in the
future years unless the State government and
central government seriously pond over the
issues. It cannot be ignored the fact that the State
Government spends money towards weaker
sections, education, health, transport and other
humanitarian fields which are not dreamed of
by other states in India and also the fact, that the
National Government is not appropriately in a
mood to help Kerala State on a particular style.

IV&YV Global Recession and Terrorism

In this contest, it may not be possible
to swallow the destruction factors hanging
over India and States like Kerala, Maharashtra,
Madras, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh etc.
The global recession of world economy and
terrorism are bursting out almost all countries
of the world.

The
adversely affected the Glorious background
of the Indian economy - the result of “Mixed
Economy Theory” enunciated by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1952 onwards
strengthened and consolidated by Indiraji and
Rajivji in Nationalisation and IT field.

Global recession has deprived their bread
and butter about 24 to 30 lakhs of employees in
America alone and like wise in other European
countries and Japan etc. including India about 5

Global economic recession has

and

lakhs or more suffering day by day.

A very careful and analytical steps must
be adopted like “stimulus — like — packages” to
help various sectors to tide over the down-trend
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current of global economy recession should be
adopted and worked out in India and especially
in Kerala. It is certain that the Global economy
is today going through choppy waters!

National and
is spread up in rampant style every where and
India and Kerala are not in exception — Bombay,
Madras, Calcutta and Cochin are their points
of aims like New York, London, Japan, etc. in
international routes.

international terrorism

The above noted terrorist attacks also
contributed for the hindrance and down fall
of privatization and the planned economic
development schemes in the countries.

Conclusion

The struggle of the people of India
to solve the social and economic salvation (in
some areas it is unimaginable!) within the frame
work of a plural and liberal democracy and if
formed to be corrected; the Indian constitution
has to undergo several amendments hereafter
copping for the needs of the present and future
generations.

The time factor is very important in all
fields of life. As once said, “A week is a long
time in politics to survive or fall down, but in
economics, the time frame would be finally
longer period to ‘destroy or to flourish’”

It is certain, that if economic reforms are
to save for its perception and achievements, the
benefits of growth have to reach to the poor and
the marginalized. If that is the clear objective of
the plan emphasized, the State will prosper on
economic growth.

On perusing history of the world
from early onwards, starting from Rousseau,
Abraham Lincoln, Mahatma Gandhiji and
Jawaharlal Nehru, the various stages of human
uprising towards liberalism and independence
for harmonious living could be again started
especially from India to the world abroad.
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