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12lanuary 2021

ARJFMOHAMMEDKHAN
GOVERNOR OF KERALA
RAIBHAVAN
THIRUVANANT}IAPURAM-6gs 099

MESSAGE

I am very happy to know that the Kerala Legislature Secretariat is

publishing the 09th issue of 'samajikanl the House fournal of Kerala

Legislature.

It is commendable that this edition of 'samajikan' includes the articles

penned by the Members of the I 4th Kerala kgislative Assembly,

Members of Parliament, former MPs and former MLAs etc'

I compliment everyone behind this endeavour and wish the

publication all success' 

*-rrrr_..-.
(Arif Mohamrned Khan)
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IiITERTWI]IED LIVIS.
P.l'|. HAKSAR Al'|D I]'|DIRA GAilIDHI

BY IAIRAM RAMESI|



| | near Haksar Saheb. I have hesjtated to wrlte

I lor to speak. Some thing's are too deep for
l/words...during a period which has spanned

so many crises you have stood llke a rock. Your

wise guidance has been invaluable in helping us to
negoliate the obslacles and steer clear of the many

pitfalls endangering our onward Journey, and even

our survlval, There is perhaps no dearth of worthy,

lntelligent, even sincere or consclentlous persons.

But the need ls for somethlng over and above that -
as you yourself are well aware. These qualities can

be useful only if they are comblned wlth a depth of

Judgement whlch ls based on long experlence of men,

especiatly in govemment, and affairs of India as well

as the worldr on an inslght into trends and forces...
your retirement will greally dlminish the effica€y of
the Plll's secretariat and will be a greal loss to rne....'

Thus goes lhe letler wirtten by Smt. Indira Gandhi'

lhe Prime l\rinister to Shri P,N, Haksar, her Prlncipal

Prlvate secretary, on hls demlttlng offlce in rather

unhappy circumstances, The letler, in an apologetic

tone, coming from a person llke SmL Gandhl, lells
what kind of a personallty was the addressee and

also the kind of role played by him while in office

The full text of the letter is given on the dust
jacket of the biography on late Shrl P.N. Haksar and

hls association with Smt, lndlra Gandhi, written by

Shri Jalram Ramesh 1,1P, former Unlon Mlnlster and

Congress leader. lt shows the high esteem she had

of Mr. Haksar and the pivotal role played by hlm as

her secretary in runnlng the affairs of the government

and even of the Congress party on many critical

times,

Parameswar Narain Haksar, was born In

Gujranwala, now part of Paklslan's Punjab, ln a

Kashmiri Pandit famity. His father, Jagdish Narain

oon(@do'l 2o2l 0u)aldlo,(Io 119



Haksar was In the judlclal service and so Haksar for t8 years and wt le in Delhi, he closely worked
spent hls chlldhood In various places and it $,as while with Prime Mlnlster Nehru. During his siint in London,
statloned in Nagpur in 1921, at the age 8, h€ first lndira Gandhi wanted him to be the local guardlan
saw Indira Gandhi, his mother lavishing attention on of her sons, Rajeev and Sanjay, who were studying
her and telllng hlm that the child was the daughter th€re, He was close to the Nehru-Gandhi family and
of Kamala, Jawaharlal NehnJs wlfe. Hls recollection probably that close family tles and his reputation
of that flrst meeting ls like this - 'l have few other as an Int€lligent and able adminlstrator, which made
reaollectlons of thai chlld except that her eyes Indlra Gandhl to pluck hlm out of lhe Forelgn Servlce
seemed to get blgger and blgger the more my mother and appolnt hlm as her Prlvate Secretary when she
fussed over he/. became Prime Minister of the counlry years later.

As a chlld he studled Sanksrll Ljrdu and Hlndi
and had passlng knowledge In Persian as well.
After schooling he joined Allahabad untuersity for
the Bachelor of Science degree course and passed
out only In thlrd dlvislon and later enrolled for MS€
In mathematlcs and then rnoved on to London to
Joln thiversity College, London fof ttle MSc couse
In Anthropology. He dso studled at the London
School of Economics, and appeared for the ICS exam
but dld not qualify. Later he took his law degree
and spent eight years In London belng part of V.K.
Krishna l\lenon's hdla League bandwagon and also
belng associated with the left studenls' movenrent,
belng attached wlth the world suJdents associauon,
a Communlst front organlzatjon. In London, he got
associated wllh the leading lights of post indep€ndent
Indla, V.K. Krlshna Menon, Feroz Gandtt, lndlra Nehru.
Jyotl Basu, Bhupesh Orpta. In&ajit Gupta, Parvathi
Kumaramangalam, N.K. Krlshnan, Nikhil Chakravarlhy
and also people llke Mulk RaJ Anand who descrlbed
Haksar as 'Student Molotov, meantng tt€ klnd of
studlous man who loves books above other things, as
Molotov ls said to do.

Haksar retumed to Indla ln t942 and was acwe
h Nagpur as a member of lhe Communlst Party of
lMa, and later became its Dlstrlct secretary. 8ut
by mid 1943 h€ left for Allahabad to rake up legal
practice. lt seems that as a young man h€ took
to comrlunism, he lat€r on confessed to his close
friends hls objectlon to 'the Indlan coflrrunists
mechanlcally obeylng Conlntem dlctat wlthout arry
possbility of cMtsed debate and discussion,. 8ut
there was always a lingerlng doubt In the minds of
many llke me, lhat whether p€ode lke Haksar was
part of the 'Kumaramangalam Thesis' strategy of the
CPI to lnflltrate the Congress Party and take over th€
relns of power through the back door, as a stralght
electoral vlctory for the comrunlst movement In India
was not posslble In the near future.

Later on, he nas inducted Into the Foreign Servtce
at the Inltlatlve of Prlme Mlnlster Jawaharlat Nehru. He
served In London, Geneva, Korea, Nigeria and Austrla

From t967 to t972 as the Secretary ln charge
of the PMO. he was part of, in fact was prime
mover of all the rnomentous decisions taken by
SmL Gandrl whlch holsted her to the centre stage
of Indlan polltical life. To quote lhe author, lalsar
was tter ideologlcal an€hor and moral compass ln
this mornentous period. H€ played a pivotal role
ln her rruch-heralded achievemenl.s, lmludlng the
natlonalizatjon of banks, abolltlon of prtvy purses
and priruely privlleg€s, the lndo-Soviet Treaty, the
creation of Bangladesh, rapprochement wlth Shelkh
Abdullah, the Slmla and New Delhl Agreements
wlth Palistan, the emergence of th€ country as an
agicultural, space and nuclear power and later the
lrtegation of Slkklm wlth lndla. Later on he became
the Deputy Chai.man of the Planning Commission.
There was no area of adfilnisvauon where he dld
not leave his dlstlnct foot prinL He always commltted
his ideas, corrnents, advice and counsel to writing,
aM gave the Prlme Mlnlster dlspasslonate options
to declde on lmportant matters of state. Though a
Marxlst by bellef, h€ was a very pragmatlc man when
ll came to the vltal Interest of the country. H€ was
a champlon of lhe public sector, but was agalnst the
public seclor turnlng out to be a draln on the publlc
excheqler, expressing hls dlsappointment In an essay
Prblic Sector: Hope or Despai/.

When Indlra Gandhi became Prlme Mlnlster, she
was very nuch unsure of herself and the powerful
Syndicate' led by Shri K.Kamaraj was watchlng
over her shoulders In all matters of pollcy and
administrauon. She also didnt have much hold over
the congress party, whi€h made her hesistant and
aflbivalent In taking major decisions. Haksar almost
chaperoned with her In the initial years and gave her
the necessary Intellectual and admlnistratve Inputs
and managed the vast admlntstratlve machlnery for
her. He even drafted the congress party resoltilons
on cruclal pollcy lssues and gave her preclse
guldellnes on what to say and how to manage her
senior cablnet colleagues. After the Congress Party
spllt and Bangladesh war. she became on her own
and became the undlsputed leader of the party and
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the nation, and was hailed as 'Durga by the opposluon
leader Shri A.B. Vajpayee.

Haksar was a man having the courage of his
convictions. He was against the Maruti small car
project of Sanjay Gandhi, and he told thls to Mrs.
Gandhi without mincing words. He considered the
project an ertravaganza the country can't afford at
that point of tjme, and instead recommended the
production of two wheelers for mass transport.
He also expressed his disagreement in the Prlme
l\,linistefs son Involvlng himself ln such a blg project
without enough financial means, that too staying at
the PMs House. The estrangement began here, and
it was very pllhlly put by Shrl Sharada Prasad, another
important aid of Mrs. Gandhi - '..,there was growing
friction b€tween the soverelgn and chamberlain over
the doings of the prince'.

Sanjay Gandhi n€ver forgave Haksar for his
opposition to the Maruti Project and during the
emergency got the police to raid, 'Pandit Brothers',
the shop of Haksar's Ljncle and Brother-inlaw, and
they were handcuffed and paraded to the police

station, obviously to humiliate Haksar, but he refused
to Intervene, saylng "Ihey want to bend me, I would
rather brake',

Thls is the story of an extraordinary man: wlse,
erudlte, vlsionary, a model clvil servanl, dlplomat par
excellence and someone who was well versed In the
dtuersltles and intrlcacies of lndlan public llfet an aide
or help anyone in office would llke to have by his

or her side, That sentimeni was amply expressed
by Smt. Gandhl in her letter to him quoted at the
beginning. In the end, was Shrl P.N. Haksar was sore
at Mrs. GandhP, lt seems so, as is evident from the
way he reacted to being termed as lhe 'conscience
keeper' of herr 'l could not become a 'keeper' of
somethlng which dld not exlsf. 8ut that was the only
comment he made against Mrs. Gandhi after he left
office, but it was damning enough.

Thls book js a must read for all in public life, to
students and research scholars on politlcs, especlally
to understand the behind-the-scene happenings
during a very cruclal period in our countries history,
and also to understand the worklng of the top
echelons of the union govertxnenl

i,ly warm fellcltatlons to my esteemed friend Shrl

Jairam Ramesh, with whom I had the prlvtlege to be In
Parllament, for bringing oul an outstandlng work on
two emlnert personalltles of our country.
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